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vMOTTOS
They can because they think they can.
(Virgil)
The thing always happens that you really believe in; and the belief in a thing makes it
happen.
(Frank Loyd Wright)
Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm
(Ralph Waldo Emerson)
The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength, not a
lack of knowledge, but rather a lack in will.
(Vince Lombardi)
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ABSTRACT
The type of this research was action research. The study attempted to solve
the problems related to the students’ reading comprehension. The objective of this
research study is to improve reading comprehension of Grade XI students of SMAN
1 Kalasan through jigsaw technique.
The steps of this research were reconnaissance, planning, conducting action
and observation, and having reflection. The participants of the research were the
researcher, the English teacher, and the students of Grade XI IPA of SMAN 1
Kalasan. There were two forms of the data in this study. They were qualitative and
quantitative data. The qualitative data were obtained by doing observation,
interviewing the students, the principal, the researcher’s assistant and the English
teacher, making field notes, and holding the discussion with the English teacher as a
collaborator. Meanwhile, the quantitative data were obtained from the students’
reading score of pre-test and post-test and they were analyzed by using descriptive
statistics in SPSS 17 program. There were four elements of descriptive statistics in
describing the result of test. Those were frequencies distribution, mean, standard
deviation, and conversion table. Moreover, to know whether or not there was a
significance of the students’ reading improvement between pre-test and post test
score, the researcher used t-test. This research applied theoretical and time
triangulation to get trustworthiness in analyzing the qualitative data. In addition, the
validity of the qualitative data was obtained by applying democratic validity, outcome
validity, and process validity.
The results of the research show that using jigsaw technique can improve the
students’ reading comprehension and the students’ reading involvement in the
reading class because the findings reveal three results. First, the use of jigsaw can
improve students’ reading comprehension. The students’ improvement is supported
by the result of t-test analysis. According to the t statistic, t value = - 7.595; sig. =
0.000; it means that the score difference is significant because sig. < 0.05. Second,
there were improvements of students’ involvement in the reading class toward the
application of jigsaw technique. They were more active in every activity, they were
willing to participate in the group discussion, and they were more serious to finish the
tasks in groups. They were also motivated to work in groups and they were motivated
in reading the English texts.
